
What is Man? 
 Sanctity of Life Sunday 1/17/16 
 
Psalm 8:1 For the choir director; on the Gittith. A Psalm of David.  
O Lord, our Lord, How majestic is Thy name in all the earth, Who hast displayed Thy splendor above the 
heavens! 
 2 From the mouth of infants and nursing babes Thou hast established strength, Because of Thine adversaries, 
To make the enemy and the revengeful cease. 
 3 When I consider Thy heavens, the work of Thy fingers, The moon and the stars, which Thou hast ordained; 
 4 What is man, that Thou dost take thought of him? And the son of man, that Thou dost care for him? 
 5 Yet Thou hast made him a little lower than God, And dost crown him with glory and majesty! 
 6 Thou dost make him to rule over the works of Thy hands; Thou hast put all things under his feet, 
 7 All sheep and oxen, And also the beasts of the field, 
 8 The birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea, Whatever passes through the paths of the seas. 
 9 O LORD, our Lord, How majestic is Thy name in all the earth! 
  

What is man? 
Man, though small… 

1. is a little lower than God 
Psalm 8:5 
 

2. is glorious and majestic 
Psalm 8:5 

 
Psalm 139:13 For Thou didst form my inward parts; Thou didst weave me in my mother's womb. 
 14 I will give thanks to Thee, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; Wonderful are Thy works, And my soul 
knows it very well. 
 15 My frame was not hidden from Thee, When I was made in secret, And skillfully wrought in the depths of the 
earth. 
 16 Thine eyes have seen my unformed substance; And in Thy book they were all written, The days that were 
ordained for me, When as yet there was not one of them. 

 

 

3. is a ruler over creation 
Psalm 8:6-8 
 

Genesis 1:26 Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them rule over 
the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every 
creeping thing that creeps on the earth." 
 27 And God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created 
them. 
 28 And God blessed them; and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and 
rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky, and over every living thing that moves on the earth." 

 

4. bares the image of God 
Genesis 5:1 This is the book of the generations of Adam. In the day when God created man, He made him in 
the likeness of God. 
 2 He created them male and female, and He blessed them and named them Man in the day when they were 
created. 
  
Genesis 9:6 "Whoever sheds man's blood, By man his blood shall be shed, For in the image of God He made 
man. 
 



James 3:8 But no one can tame the tongue; it is a restless evil and full of deadly poison. 
 9 With it we bless our Lord and Father; and with it we curse men, who have been made in the likeness of God; 
 10 from the same mouth come both blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not to be this way. 
  
1Co 11:7  For a man ought not to have his head covered, since he is the image and glory of God; but the 
woman is the glory of man.  
 

5. is designed for eternal significance 
Ephesians 2:10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand, that we should walk in them. 

 

6. is loved by God 
Ephesians 2:1 And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, 
 2 in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the 
air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. 
 3 Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the 
mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest. 
 4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 
 5 even when we were dead in our transgressions,… 

 

7. is fallen 
Romans 1-3 
 

What is man’s response?  

Toward His Creator 
1. worship 
 

Psalm 8  For the choir director; on the Gittith. A Psalm of David.  

O Lord, our Lord, How majestic is Thy name in all the earth, Who hast displayed Thy splendor above the 
heavens! 
 2 From the mouth of infants and nursing babes Thou hast established strength,  
Because of Thine adversaries, To make the enemy and the revengeful cease. 

 

2. love  
Matthew 22:36 "Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?" 
 37 And He said to him, "'You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all 
your mind.' 
 38 "This is the great and foremost commandment. 

 

3. trust 
John 3:16 "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish, but have eternal life. 

 

Toward his fellow man 
1. Honor  
1 Peter 2:17 Honor all men; love the brotherhood, fear God, honor the king. 
 18 Servants, be submissive to your masters with all respect, not only to those who are good and gentle, but also 
to those who are unreasonable.  
 
…21 For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for 
you to follow in His steps, 



 22 who committed no sin, nor was any deceit found in His mouth; 
 23 and while being reviled, He did not revile in return; while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting 
Himself to Him who judges righteously; 
 
…3:1 In the same way, you wives, be submissive to your own husbands so that even if any of them are 
disobedient to the word, they may be won without a word by the behavior of their wives, 
 

 2 as they observe your chaste and respectful behavior. 
 

 …7 You husbands likewise, live with your wives in an understanding way, as with a weaker vessel, since she is 
a woman; and grant her honor as a fellow heir of the grace of life, so that your prayers may not be hindered. 

 

2. Love 
Matthew 22:36 "Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?" 
 37 And He said to him, "'You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all 
your mind.' 
 38 "This is the great and foremost commandment. 
 39 "The second is like it, 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.' 
 40 "On these two commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets." 

 
Matthew 5:43 "You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love your neighbor, and hate your enemy.' 
 44 "But I say to you, love your enemies, and pray for those who persecute you 
 45 in order that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on the evil and 
the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 
  

3. Witness 
Acts 1:8 but you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses 
both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth." 
 
2 Corinthians 3:18 But we all, with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being 
transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit. 
 
Colossians 3:9 Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the old self with its evil practices, 
 10 and have put on the new self who is being renewed to a true knowledge according to the image of the One 
who created him 
 
Romans 8:28 And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to 
those who are called according to His purpose. 
 29 For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be 
the first-born among many brethren; 

 
All Scripture is from the NASV 

 


