How to help a friend who is

Wrongly Accused and Abused
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2 Thessalonians 1:1 Paul and Silvanus and Timothy to the church of the Thessalonians in God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:
2 Grace to you and peace from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

A their faith and love
3 We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brethren, as is only fitting, because your faith is greatly
enlarged, and the love of each one of you toward one another grows ever greater,

B of their perseverance and faith
4 therefore, we ourselves speak proudly of you among the churches of God for your perseverance and
faith in the midst of all your persecutions and afflictions which you endure.

F 6od's justice and relief

5 This is a plain indication of God's righteous judgment so that you may be considered worthy of the
kingdom of God, for which indeed you are suffering.

6 For after all it is only just for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you,

" and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from
heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire,

8 dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our
Lord Jesus.

9 And these will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the
glory of His power,

10 when He comes to be glorified in His saints on that day, and to be marveled at among all who have
believed-- for our testimony to you was believed.

P for God's working and empowering

11 To this end also we pray for you always that our God may count you worthy of your calling, and fulfill
every desire for goodness and the work of faith with power;

12 in order that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in Him, according to the
grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.

T them of these things

1 Thessalonians 3:1 Therefore when we could endure it no longer, we thought it best to be left behind
at Athens alone;

2 and we sent Timothy, our brother and God's fellow worker in the gospel of Christ, to strengthen and
encourage you as to your faith,

3 so that no man may be disturbed by these afflictions; for you yourselves know that we have been
destined for this.

4 For indeed when we were with you, we kept telling you in advance that we were going to suffer
affliction; and so it came to pass, as you know.

5 For this reason, when | could endure it no longer, | also sent to find out about your faith, for fear that
the tempter might have tempted you, and our labor should be in vain.

6 But now that Timothy has come to us from you, and has brought us good news of your faith and love,
and that you always think kindly of us, longing to see us just as we also long to see you,



7 for this reason, brethren, in all our distress and affliction we were comforted about you through your
faith;

8 for now we really live, if you stand firm in the Lord.

9 For what thanks can we render to God for you in return for all the joy with which we rejoice before our
God on your account,

10 as we night and day keep praying most earnestly that we may see your face, and may complete what
is lacking in your faith?

11 Now may our God and Father Himself and Jesus our Lord direct our way to you;

12 and may the Lord cause you to increase and abound in love for one another, and for all men, just as
we also do for you;

13 so0 that He may establish your hearts unblamable in holiness before our God and Father at the coming
of our Lord Jesus with all His saints.

S for them

Acts 23:16 But the son of Paul's sister heard of their ambush, and he came and entered the barracks
and told Paul.

17 And Paul called one of the centurions to him and said, "Lead this young man to the commander, for
he has something to report to him."

18 S0 he took him and led him to the commander and said, "Paul the prisoner called me to him and
asked me to lead this young man to you since he has something to tell you."

S them

Matthew 25:31 "But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, then He will
sit on His glorious throne.

32"And all the nations will be gathered before Him; and He will separate them from one another, as the
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats;

33 and He will put the sheep on His right, and the goats on the left.

34 "Then the King will say to those on His right, '‘Come, you who are blessed of My Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.

35 'For | was hungry, and you gave Me something to eat; | was thirsty, and you gave Me drink; | was a
stranger, and you invited Me in;

36 naked, and you clothed Me; | was sick, and you visited Me; | was in prison, and you came to Me.'

37 "Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry, and feed You, or
thirsty, and give You drink?

38 'And when did we see You a stranger, and invite You in, or naked, and clothe You?

39 'And when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?'

40 "And the King will answer and say to them, ‘Truly | say to you, to the extent that you did it to one of
these brothers of Mine, even the least of them, you did it to Me."

All Scripture is from the NASV



