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Series: International Ministry and Mission 
Series introduction 
Matthew 24:1 And Jesus came out from the temple and was going away when His disciples came up 
to point out the temple buildings to Him. 
 2 And He answered and said to them, "Do you not see all these things? Truly I say to you, not one 
stone here shall be left upon another, which will not be torn down." 
 3 And as He was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying, "Tell us, 
when will these things be, and what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?" 
 4 And Jesus answered and said to them, "See to it that no one misleads you. 
 5 "For many will come in My name, saying, 'I am the Christ,' and will mislead many. 
 6 "And you will be hearing of wars and rumors of wars; see that you are not frightened, for those 
things must take place, but that is not yet the end. 
 7 "For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and in various places there will 
be famines and earthquakes. 
 8 "But all these things are merely the beginning of birth pangs. 
 9 "Then they will deliver you to tribulation, and will kill you, and you will be hated by all nations on 
account of My name. 
 10 "And at that time many will fall away and will deliver up one another and hate one another. 
 11 "And many false prophets will arise, and will mislead many. 
 12 "And because lawlessness is increased, most people's love will grow cold. 
 13 "But the one who endures to the end, he shall be saved. 
 14 "And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world for a witness to all the 
nations, and then the end shall come. 
 15 "Therefore when you see the abomination of desolation which was spoken of through Daniel the 
prophet, standing in the holy place (let the reader understand), 
 16 then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains; 
 
Today’s topic: ministry to the persecuted church part 1 
Hebrews 11:35 …and others were tortured, not accepting their release, in order that they might 
obtain a better resurrection; 
 36 and others experienced mockings and scourgings, yes, also chains and imprisonment. 
 37 They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were tempted, they were put to death with the 
sword; they went about in sheepskins, in goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, ill-treated 
 38 (men of whom the world was not worthy), wandering in deserts and mountains and caves and 
holes in the ground. 
 
Why care?  
1. Union. They are Jesus’ body; they are us; they are family  
(Priority 1 and 2) 
.Hebrews 13:1 Let love of the brethren continue… 
3 Remember the prisoners, as though in prison with them, and those who are ill-treated, since you 
yourselves also are in the body. 
 



Matthew 25:31 "But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, then He 
will sit on His glorious throne. 
 32 "And all the nations will be gathered before Him; and He will separate them from one another, as 
the shepherd separates the sheep from the goats; 
 33 and He will put the sheep on His right, and the goats on the left. 
 34 "Then the King will say to those on His right, 'Come, you who are blessed of My Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 
 35 'For I was hungry, and you gave Me something to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me drink; I was 
a stranger, and you invited Me in; 
 36 naked, and you clothed Me; I was sick, and you visited Me; I was in prison, and you came to Me.' 
 37 "Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, 'Lord, when did we see You hungry, and feed You, or 
thirsty, and give You drink? 
 38 'And when did we see You a stranger, and invite You in, or naked, and clothe You? 
 39 'And when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?' 
 40 "And the King will answer and say to them, 'Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it to one of 
these brothers of Mine, even the least of them, you did it to Me.' 
 
Acts 9:1 Now Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the 
high priest, 
 2 and asked for letters from him to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to 
the Way, both men and women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 
 3 And it came about that as he journeyed, he was approaching Damascus, and suddenly a light from 
heaven flashed around him; 
 4 and he fell to the ground, and heard a voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting 
Me?" 
 5 And he said, "Who art Thou, Lord?" And He said, "I am Jesus whom you are persecuting, 
 
 
1 Corinthians 12:13  For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, 
whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.) 
…25 that there should be no division in the body, but that the members should have the same care for 
one another. 
 26 And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; if one member is honored, all the 
members rejoice with it. 
 27 Now you are Christ's body, and individually members of it. 
 
 
Ephesians 2:11 Therefore remember, that formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh, who are called 
"Uncircumcision " by the so-called "Circumcision," which is performed in the flesh by human hands-- 
 12 remember that you were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of 
Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 
 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the blood of 
Christ. 
 14 For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups into one, and broke down the barrier of the 
dividing wall, 
 15 by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, which is the Law of commandments contained in ordinances, 
that in Himself He might make the two into one new man, thus establishing peace, 
 16 and might reconcile them both in one body to God through the cross, by it having put to death the 
enmity. 



 
2. The privilege to be part of their mission (Priority 3) 
Matthew 10:16 "Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves; therefore be shrewd as 
serpents, and innocent as doves. 
 17 "But beware of men; for they will deliver you up to the courts, and scourge you in their 
synagogues; 
 18 and you shall even be brought before governors and kings for My sake, as a testimony to them 
and to the Gentiles. 
 19 "But when they deliver you up, do not become anxious about how or what you will speak; for it 
shall be given you in that hour what you are to speak. 
 20 "For it is not you who speak, but it is the Spirit of your Father who speaks in you. 
 21 "And brother will deliver up brother to death, and a father his child; and children will rise up against 
parents, and cause them to be put to death. 
 22 "And you will be hated by all on account of My name, but it is the one who has endured to the end 
who will be saved… 
 
...40 "He who receives you receives Me, and he who receives Me receives Him who sent Me. 
 41 "He who receives a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet's reward; and he who 
receives a righteous man in the name of a righteous man shall receive a righteous man's reward. 
 42 "And whoever in the name of a disciple gives to one of these little ones even a cup of cold water to 
drink, truly I say to you he shall not lose his reward." 
 
Acts 7:51 "You men who are stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears are always resisting 
the Holy Spirit; you are doing just as your fathers did. 
 52 "Which one of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? And they killed those who had 
previously announced the coming of the Righteous One, whose betrayers and murderers you have 
now become; 
 
Acts 14:21  And after they had preached the gospel to that city and had made many disciples, they 
returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch, 
 22 strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying, 
"Through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God." 
 

 

All Scripture: NASV 


