
 

 
 

Character, Influence and Convictions 
                                            Matthew 5:1-20                              3/20/11  

 

Character Matthew 5:3-12 
 
3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 

4 "Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
 

5 "Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth. 
 

6 "Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 
 

7 "Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 
 

8 "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
 

9 "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 
 

10 "Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. 
 

11 "Blessed are you when men cast insults at you, and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil 
against you falsely, on account of Me. 
 

12 "Rejoice, and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great, for so they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you. 
 

God Grows us in joy during persecution as we: 

 

a. love God 
Romans 8:35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 
 36 Just as it is written, "For Thy sake we are being put to death all day long; We were considered as sheep to be 
slaughtered." 
 37 But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us. 
 38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor powers, 
 39 nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

b. love one another 
Philippians 1:14 and that most of the brethren, trusting in the Lord because of my imprisonment, have far more 
courage to speak the word of God without fear. 



 15 Some, to be sure, are preaching Christ even from envy and strife, but some also from good will; 
 16 the latter do it out of love, knowing that I am appointed for the defense of the gospel; 

 

c. love the lost 
Luke 6:26 "Woe to you when all men speak well of you, for in the same way their fathers used to treat the false 
prophets. 
 27 "But I say to you who hear, love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 
 28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. 

 

d. love heaven 
Hebrews 10:34 For you showed sympathy to the prisoners, and accepted joyfully the seizure of your property, 
knowing that you have for yourselves a better possession and an abiding one. 

 

e. love our forefathers (Hebrews 11) 

 

 

Influence Matthew 5:13-16 
 

Matthew 5:13 "You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt has become tasteless, how will it be 
made salty again? It is good for nothing anymore, except to be thrown out and trampled under 
foot by men. 
 
 14 "You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 
 
 15 "Nor do men light a lamp, and put it under the peck-measure, but on the lampstand; and it 
gives light to all who are in the house. 
 
 16 "Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and 
glorify your Father who is in heaven. 
 

 

 

Convictions Matthew 5:17-20
 

 

Matthew 5:17  "Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to 
abolish, but to fulfill. 
 
 18 "For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or stroke 
shall pass away from the Law, until all is accomplished. 
 
 19 "Whoever then annuls one of the least of these commandments, and so teaches others, 
shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever keeps and teaches them, he shall 
be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 
 
 20 "For I say to you, that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and 
Pharisees, you shall not enter the kingdom of heaven. 



Exodus 20:1 Then God spoke all these words, saying, 
 2 "I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 
 3 "You shall have no other gods before Me. 
 4 "You shall not make for yourself an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven above or on the earth 
beneath or in the water under the earth. 
 5 "You shall not worship them or serve them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, visiting the 
iniquity of the fathers on the children, on the third and the fourth generations of those who hate Me, 
 6 but showing lovingkindness to thousands, to those who love Me and keep My commandments. 
 7 "You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not leave him 
unpunished who takes His name in vain. 
 8 "Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. 
 9 "Six days you shall labor and do all your work, 
 10 but the seventh day is a sabbath of the LORD your God; in it you shall not do any work, you or your 
son or your daughter, your male or your female servant or your cattle or your sojourner who stays with 
you. 
 11 "For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea and all that is in them, and 
rested on the seventh day; therefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day and made it holy. 
 12 "Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be prolonged in the land which the LORD 
your God gives you. 
 13 "You shall not murder. 
 14 "You shall not commit adultery. 
 15 "You shall not steal. 
 16 "You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
 17 "You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife or his male 
servant or his female servant or his ox or his donkey or anything that belongs to your neighbor." 
 

 
All Scripture is from the NASV 


